
 
 
 

August 30, 2019 

Dear Parents/Guardians,   

We hope this letter finds you excited about the upcoming 2019-20 school year! We are enjoying having your 
student back to school and engaging he or she in a host of new opportunities. A few things we are looking 
forward to at Mill Valley Elementary are:  

● Continuing with our Mill Valley Habits of Mind 
● Standards Based Grading and Mastery Learning 
● Updates to PowerSchool 

 

Our teachers at Mill Valley Elementary have been working hard over the past three years to take meaningful 
strides to continuously improve and enhance our instructional practices and grading systems in 
learner-centered, personalized ways. We not only value recognizing and supporting students right where 
they are in their learning, but we also have invested in creating flexible, supportive learning structures. Not 
every student learns in the same way nor at the same time, but we believe every student is an achiever!  

 

Standards-based instruction and grading (SBG) is a way we are partnering more strongly with our students 
and families during the learning process. Our previous grading system did not fully communicate what the 
students are expected to know as set forth by the Ohio Learning Standards. SBG helps students know the 
learning expectations. We call these grade level standards and expectations learning targets! SBG allows 
students to be more aware of what they are expected to learn and their progress through Ohio’s Learning 
Standards. SBG is beneficial to parents as well. This instructional and grading method acts as a window into 
the classroom. SBG will provide parents with a more detailed outline of their student’s growth and 
achievement. We believe that clear communication between school and home throughout the course of the 
year is vital to our students’ success. We look forward to working together to provide your child the 
knowledge and tools needed to reach their fullest potential. 

 

Mastery learning is an instructional approach we are pairing with SBG in the classroom. Mastery is learner 
friendly in many ways. Here are three vital attributes: 

1. First and foremost, mastery learning is built on the belief that every student can learn and achieve 
when provided the time, feedback, and support they need. This could students need multiple 
attempts on more challenging topics. We will be helping students develop a healthy, growth mindset 



toward learning so they also believe that about themselves and gain resilience to keep trying! We 
believe there are habits of mind students can develop that promote their learning successes. 

 

2. Second, mastery learning impacts how we grade and communicate progress on the critical learning 
targets (standards). We have adopted a clear, student friendly scale of proficiency to communicate 
exactly where a student is on their progress toward a learning target. It measures how well an 
individual student is doing in relation to the grade level standards, not in comparison to the work of 
other students. This will give parents a better understanding of their child’s strengths and 
weaknesses. This scale will be used consistently through the learning experience in all content areas 
and used to communicate both progress during the year and final reporting on the grade card. The 
scale is included below. 

 

3. Third, mastery learning is a commitment from us to your child. We believe it is our responsibility to 
provide every reasonable opportunity for every child to master the critical learning targets. Our 
teachers have designed instructional supports for learning challenges as well as enriching 
opportunities to extend learning on grade level targets for learning advancement to ensure each 
child is engaging with instruction in relevant ways. 

 
Proficiency Scale: 

M+  Mastery Plus 

M  Mastery 

AM  Approaching Mastery 

NY  Not Yet 

DNA  Did Not Attempt 

N/A  Not Assessed at this Time 

 
 
Learning is a process of growth. Some concepts and skills are more difficult than others to learn. A score of 
NY or AM while learning a new skill or concept is appropriate and not intended to be punitive. A score of M is 
the target, it shows mastery  and is to be celebrated! A score of M+ indicates a student has reached mastery 
and applied knowledge beyond the grade-level standard. For more details regarding our scale or grading 
practices, please see our student handbook. 
 
As mentioned above, we also value the development of non-academic skills and habits of mind in our 
students. While we do not believe these traits, such as responsibility, should be directly included in an 



academic score or grade, we do believe it is right minded provide ongoing feedback to help students become 
engaged learners. Therefore, a different scale is used to communicate this feedback on the grade card. 
 

4  Consistently 

3  Usually 

2  Occasionally 

1  Rarely 

 

As you can tell, we are excited to introduce Standards Based Grading for the 2019-2020 school year! While 
we recognize that with change comes challenges, this new approach to grading will benefit all stakeholders 
including students, teachers, and parents/guardians. In order to maximize communication of learning to 
our stakeholders, you will notice a few updates to PowerSchool as well as our learning management system! 
We will still be using Schoology this year in some classrooms. In 2020-2021, we will with a PowerSchool 
product called Unified Classroom. Please look for communication regarding both. 

 

Yours in Partnership, 

Amey McGlenn  

Principal, Mill Valley Elementary 

Phone: (937) 578-6900  

Fax: (937) 578-6913  

     

 


